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Come, follow me
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SHORT TALK: “Come, follow me”
Aim of Short talk:

To encourage the congregation that Jesus calls ordinary people
to follow Him, and to challenge them to respond wholeheartedly
to Jesus’ call.

Use of Short talk:

This is a short All Age talk picking out one issue from the
Lectionary Gospel reading of the Sunday main service. The talk
stands alone and assumes that the Gospel Bible reading may
not yet have been read to the congregation. It could be used for
example, for the whole congregation before the children go out
to their age specific groups, leaving the adults with a full sermon
later.

Main themes:

Jesus, Chosen, Discipleship

Biblical references:

Matthew 4: 12-23

Lectionary:

Year A – The 3rd Sunday of Epiphany

Props:
A football
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
I want you to imagine for a moment that St [insert name of local church] church have
challenged us to a football match next week.
• Now if we were to win that game, we would need the very best team of footballers to
play against them wouldn’t we? (Throw football up and catch it)
So, if we could choose any footballer in the world to play in our team I wonder who we
would choose?
• Who would we choose to be goalie for us? (Receive responses)
• Who would we choose to put in defence? (Receive responses)
• Who would we choose to put in midfield? (Receive responses)
• Who would we choose to be our strikers? (Receive responses)
With those top footballers chosen, we would easily win a football game against St [insert
name of local church] wouldn’t we?
• They wouldn’t stand a chance against us!
We are used to choosing the most gifted people when we want to win a game or succeed at
something else, aren’t we?
• We don’t tend to choose people to take part who are no good at the activity we are
running.
It is interesting isn’t it that when Jesus chose His team of disciples to share in His kingdom
work, He didn’t choose the most religious people of the day?
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The Bible tells us in Matthew chapter 4 that Jesus chose ordinary men, four of whom were
fisherman, to be part of His team.
• These men weren’t experts in God’s law.
• They weren’t gifted speakers.
• They weren’t high up in society.
Jesus chose ordinary people, like you and me, to be on the most important team of all,
• His Kingdom team.
You see, God’s ways are different from our ways.
• If we had been given the responsibility of choosing a team to help us establish God’s
kingdom on earth, we might have chosen the most qualified experts in religion.
• We certainly wouldn’t have chosen people who might fail or mess things up.
But Jesus chose 12 men, all of whom messed up in one way or another, and He chooses
each one of us to be on His team.
You may have heard Jesus calling you to follow Him or do something specific for Him.
• Maybe that happened when you were listening to a talk,
• when you were reading your Bible,
• or at some other time.
• I wonder how you responded.
When Jesus said to Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John: “Come, follow me,” (Matthew
4:19)

•

immediately they left their nets and followed Him.

These men were so excited to be chosen that they dropped everything to follow Jesus.
• Now there’s a challenge for us!
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