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SHORT TALK: “Are we growing good fruit?”

Aim of Short talk: To challenge people to live for God’s glory, bearing the good fruit
of faith in Jesus as we choose to follow, trust and love Him.

Use of Short talk: This is a short All Age talk picking out one issue from the
Lectionary Gospel reading of the Sunday main service. The talk
stands alone and assumes that the Gospel Bible reading may
not yet have been read to the congregation. It could be used for
example, for the whole congregation before the children go out
to their age specific groups, leaving the adults with a full sermon

later.
Main themes: Jesus, Fruitfulness, Judgment, God’s Glory
Biblical references: Luke 13:1-9
Lectionary: Year C — The 3" Sunday of Lent
People and Props: You will need some really delicious apples, a sharp knife and a

plate to put pieces of apple on. You could also project a picture
of an apple tree at the appropriate point.

Who likes apples? Who would like to come and have a piece of apple now?

e Come and help yourself! (As people come forward, cut up your apples into slices and put them
on the plate)

¢ Who would like to tell me what their apple tasted like? (A couple of people share)

Apples are delicious aren’t they?
e As we know these apples are the fruit of an apple tree;

¢ atree that has been planted in someone’s garden or orchard. (Project a picture of an
apple tree that is bearing many apples)

In order to produce good apples, the apple tree needs to be well looked after.
e |t needs plenty of sunlight and some water.
e It needs soil with plenty of nutrients in it.

If the apple tree is well looked after, it will produce many good apples for us to eat and
enjoy.
e Thatis what apple trees do!

Now | wonder what you would do if you had an apple tree in your garden and after 3 long
years it didn’t produce any fruit at all;
e not one single apple.

| think that what | would do to a fruitless tree would be to cut it down wouldn’t you?
e Ifitis not doing what an apple tree is created for, you'd get rid of it.
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Sometimes Jesus told stories about fruit trees;
e the fruit in His story today wasn’t apples but figs.
e Listen to what Jesus said:

“There was once a man who had a fig tree growing in his vineyard. He went looking for figs
on it but found none. So he said to his gardener, ‘Look, for three years | have been coming
here looking for figs on this fig tree and | haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it go on
using up the soil?’ But the gardener answered, ‘Leave it alone, sir, just one more year; | will
dig around it and put in some fertilizer. Then if the tree bears figs next year, so much the
better; if not, then you can have it cut down.” (Luke 13:6b-9 Good News Version)

In Jesus’ story we are all like the fruit trees that Father God has planted.
e We have been placed in Father God’s beautiful world and given everything that we
need for life;
¢ including the incredible gift of salvation that Jesus has made possible for us.

In the same way that fruit trees bear good fruit when they are well looked after, Father God
expects us to bear good fruit;

e good fruit that will bring Him glory.

e Itis what He has created us for.

In Jesus’ story the good fruit that Father God is looking for is the fruit of people putting their
faith and trust in Jesus and choosing to follow and love Him.

In Jesus’ day many people had seen all of the wonderful things that He did and heard His
amazing teaching, but they chose not to follow Him.
e According to Jesus these people were like fig trees that didn’t bear figs, whereas the
people who did follow Him were like fig trees that did bear figs.

Jesus was black and white about it.....and it is the same message today.
e Having heard about Jesus and all that He has done for us, we are either following
Him and bearing the good fruit of faith, trust and love,
e or we are not following Him and not bearing that good fruit.

One day we will all stand before the owner of the Vineyard.....Father God.
e He will look for the good fruit of how we have responded to Jesus.
e | wonder what He will find when He looks at your life?
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