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PUPPET SCRIPT: “THE DETENTION” 
(PJL001) 

 
Aim of script: To provide a launch pad for the biblical teaching that Jesus took 

the punishment we deserve when He died on the cross. 
 
Use of Script: In an All Age Worship Service setting, the script can be 

introduced by asking people if anyone has ever taken a 
punishment for them; either at school, at home, at work or some 
other place. 

 
 The script can be followed by teaching on what Jesus did for 

each one of us on the cross, in taking the punishment we 
deserve for our sin. This can be followed up by encouraging 
people to offer their love and their worship to the Lord. 

 
Main themes: Jesus’ substitutionary death for our sin and our response of love 

and worship. 
 
Biblical references: Romans 5:6-8, 1 Corinthians 5:21, 2 Corinthians 5:15, 1 Peter 

3:18, 1 John 4:10, 1 John 2:2, Romans 12:1 
 
Characters: The script is a dialogue between a young boy puppet called 

“James” who wants to follow Jesus but keeps getting things 
wrong, and his female friend “Lucy” – a girl puppet, who is also a 
follower of Jesus. Each puppet is operated by one person from 
behind a screen and so it is essential that the voices are heard; 
radio-microphones are ideal.  Puppets and puppet screens can 
be purchased from many sources including 
http://www.onewayuk.com/ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Enter James and Lucy 
 

Lucy: What’s all this I have been hearing about William having a week of detentions?  
I thought it was you who covered all the girls’ toilet seats with cling film not 
him?  

 
James: I know…I feel really bad.  I thought it would be really fun to hear about all the 

girls wetting the floor…. 
 
Lucy: Well for your information….it wasn’t fun at all.  Janet was sent home because 

she was in such a state having wet all down her new trousers, and Isobel 
…..well I am not going there….the mess was awful. 

 
James: I know, I know, I have heard all about it. 
 
Lucy: Everyone thought it was you…..but Jenny told me that William is doing the 

week of detentions.  How come? 
 
James: William is one kind boy.  I told him that if Mr McCleary knew it was me…..I 

would be expelled. 
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Lucy:  Why? 
 
James: I was on a final warning after the locust incident in the Biology room 
 
Lucy: Was that when you set free all of the locusts as some sort of animal rights 

protest? 
 
James: Yes it was. So William told me that he would go and tell Mr McCleary that he 

had done it.   
 
Lucy: That was really kind of William James.  Didn’t he know that he would get 

punished for it? 
 
James: Of course he knew he would get punished 
 
Lucy:  Wow that is an amazing sacrifice James…..I hope you are grateful 
 
James: I am really really really grateful. I mean he has saved me from being expelled.  

I don’t know how I can show him how grateful I am. 
 
Lucy: Perhaps you should think about doing his homework…..although on second 

thoughts that might not be such a good idea 
 
James: Oh Lucy you can be so mean sometimes.   
 
Lucy:  Sorry James 
 
James: I wish I could think of something I could do for William. 
 
Lucy:  A good start would be to go and say, “thank you” 
 
James: Yes of course I will thank him……but there must be something more I can do. 
 
Lucy: Maybe William doesn’t want you doing lots of things for him James….maybe 

he simply wants your friendship and your loyalty. 
 
James: You could be right there Lucy…I have never been particularly friendly with 

William, which makes it even more amazing that he was willing to take my 
detentions for me. Now I will make him my best friend. 

 
Lucy: (turns away from James as if to speak to William) Watch out William…..being friends 

with James is going to be costly.  I hope you are prepared! 
 
Exit James and Lucy 
 


