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PUPPET SCRIPT: “ZACCHAEUS ENCOUNTERS JESUS”

(PCC003)

Aim of script: To re-tell the story of Zacchaeus’ life-changing encounter with

Jesus using both actors and camel puppets.

Use of Script: In an All Age Worship Service setting, this script could be used

to tell the story of Zacchaeus’ life-changing encounter with Jesus
found in Luke 19:1-10

The script could be followed by a talk teaching that Jesus’
encounter with Zacchaeus resulted in Zacchaeus’ heart being
changed, which led to a change of lifestyle. When we encounter
Jesus, our hearts will be changed too, resulting in a change of
lifestyle. You may also like to use some testimony from people
who have had life-changing encounters with Jesus, using it to
encourage other people to invite Jesus into their hearts.

Main themes: Repentance, Jesus, Transformation, Zacchaeus
Biblical references: Luke 19:1-10, Romans 2:4
Characters: The script is a dialogue between a male camel puppet called

“Cameron,” who is rather grumpy, and his wife, a female camel
puppet called “Camilla.” Each puppet is operated by one person
from behind a screen and so it is essential that the voices are
heard; radio-microphones are ideal. Puppets and puppet
screens can be purchased from many sources including
http://www.onewayuk.com/

Male actor Zacchaeus, male actor Jesus, a few non-speaking
actors for the crowd

Table, tax book, bags of money, chair, tree branch

(Enter Zacchaeus who sits down at table and opens tax book)

Zac:

Mmmm....now let me see.... who owes me taxes today? Ah yes...Mrs
Zebedee owes me 2 drachmas. Oh | can’t bear that woman, she’ll probably
whine and complain like she did last time | collected her taxes....(in squeaky
voice)

“Oh Mr Zacchaeus, | can’t possibly pay you all that money...I have six mouths
to feed and my husband is sick”

Don’t these people realise | have to make a living? Well she can jolly well pay
up...that's what | say.....and if she has to sell some of those brats of hers into
slavery...... good riddance from Jericho.

(Cameron and Camilla appear as Zac continues to look down his book)

Camilla:
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Oh Cameron, look at that dreadful man....there he is again looking at his tax
book. | wonder who his next poor victim is. | heard that poor Mr. Arachna
gave old meanybags his last drachma last week and his family didn’t eat all

weekend.
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Cameron:

Camilla:

Cameron:

Camilla:

Cameron:

Camilla:

Cameron:

Camilla

Cameron:

Camilla:

Cameron:

Camilla.

Cameron:

Camilla;

Cameron:

Camilla;

Cameron:

| don’t think you should call him names Camilla...really...as camels we are
above that sort of low human behaviour.

But Cameron...have you not heard all the awful stories about “that man™?
Look at him...he has no heart. | know he has a job to do....and mighty
unpopular that makes him....collecting taxes for Caesar....but he cheats
people.

How do you know that?

Well, when he thinks no-one is looking....

But of course you are....

Oh do try and listen Cameron.....well when he thinks no-one is looking...he
slips a few notes under his robe and into a little money belt he wears around
that Eeeenormous waist of his. No wonder he can afford to eat at the most
expensive restaurants in town....he probably has double portions looking at
the size of him. And do you know what Cameron.......

No....

| heard that his house not only has all the latest gadgets but his camel (mighty
unfriendly fellow he is).....

Uh huh....
Well his camel eats out of a gold-plated bowl.
How ridiculous. Do you want me to go over and spit on him Camilla?

Cameron camel you will do no such thing. He’d probably tax our owners even
more. But | suppose in a way you have to feel sorry for the man.

Changing your tune now are you Camilla? Typical woman!

| will ignore that. | gather from what | have heard people say, that he is the
most unpopular man in Jericho. He hasn’t any friends. In fact no-one can
bear him. He might have the nicest house in town but he must be the loneliest
fellow because he certainly won’t have any callers at his house. Oh
Cameron....what’s all that noise?

What noise?

Are you going deaf as well as being grumpy? Look over there.....can’t you
see the crowd ..... or do you need your glasses?

Oh yes....now they are coming close | can see.

(Enter Jesus walking from the side front of church/room with a crowd of people around him. Stops half-way

and says)

Jesus:
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The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the
good news
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(Jesus carries on miming talking to the crowd)

Camilla: | can see now....oh look it is Jesus. How wonderful....he has come to Jericho.
| have heard from Humphrey so many amazing stories about Jesus.

Cameron: | wouldn’t believe everything you hear.....

Camilla: Oh really Cameron.....I have heard about wonderful miracles that Jesus has
done.... healing people by simply touching them...... feeding crowds of people
with just a few rolls and fish.

Cameron:  Hhmph.....I'll tell you a miracle.
Camilla: Yes

Cameron: It would be a miracle if that little man over there changed.

(Zac gets up and joins the crowd but cannot see Jesus. Starts jumping up and down)

Camilla: Oh look Cameron....I think he wants to see Jesus. He has got up from his
seat.....oh how funny.....ha..ha....he’s so short he can’t see Jesus.

Cameron:  Serves him right. | don’t expect Jesus would want to meet such an unpleasant
little man.

Camilla: Now what’s he doing? Oh do look Cameron.

Cameron: What now?

(Zac climbs a “tree” eg stands on a chair and holds a branch with leaves on it)

Camilla: Cameron....he’s climbing that old sycamore tree....oh | do hope the branch
doesn’t break...he is a very heavy little man. | never thought I'd see the day
when a chief tax collector is sitting in a tree like a bird.

Cameron:  Perhaps the heat has got to him.

Camilla: Oh Jesus is coming this way....wow he’s coming really close to us
Cameron....I wonder what he is going to do!

(Jesus walks with the crowd until he reaches the “tree” where he stops, looks up and says)
Jesus: Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must stay at your house today.
Camilla: How did Jesus know that Zacchaeus was up that tree? And how does he

know his name? Why would Jesus want to spend the day with him of all
people? This is amazing. Oh Cameron do look!

Cameron: | was just trying to have a little shut-eye Camilla

(Zac comes down from tree and looks at Jesus. Jesus mimes talking with him. Crowd mutter amongst
themselves in a disconsolate way)

Camilla: How can you Cameron? This is amazing.....Zacchaeus has come down from
the tree and he is talking with Jesus. | can’t quite hear what he is saying....

Cameron:  Oh really,....your ears not working so well these days dear.....
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Camilla:

Cameron:

Camilla:

| think Zacchaeus is welcoming Jesus back to his place....for a meal. | can’t
really hear because a lot of people are talking. They don’t seem very happy
about this.

You can’t blame them Camilla.....if Jesus is as special as you think he
is...then a lot of people would want the honour of entertaining him.

| just heard what some of them are saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a
sinner”. This is not going down well at all. Perhaps Jesus has made a
mistake....wait till he gets to Zacchaeus’ house and finds out what a mean,
hard-hearted man he is.

(Jesus and Zacchaeus move off stage completely leaving the crowd)

Cameron:

Camilla:

Cameron:

Camilla:

Cameron:

Camilla;

Cameron:

Camilla;

Cameron:

Not so special this Jesus after all eh Camilla? You have to admit he has made
a big error of judgment. Everyone in Jericho knows what an unpleasant
person Zacchaeus is.

Mmm....l don’t understand it...... | thought that Jesus was.....

Spit it out ol girl....

I’'m not so old....

Well. What did you think?

It doesn’t matter....

Oh come on dear...I am listening....what did you think Jesus was?

From what | had heard | thought that Jesus was maybe the Messiah....... that
he had come to save the humans. But now | am confused. Why would Jesus
want to spend time with someone who is a friend of the Romans, and who is

not exactly “Mr Popular?”

Well here comes your answer.....Iook here is Jesus and Zacchaeus is with
him.

(Jesus and Zac re-appear)

Camilla:

Zac:

Jesus:

Camilla:

(All exit)
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Zacchaeus looks different Cameron...he looks happy! Wow....his face is
shining.

Look Lord. Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if |
have cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the amount.

Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.

There you are Cameron.....you have your miracle. That is a truly changed
man.
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