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PUPPET SCRIPT: “HOW CAN I BE HAPPY?” 
(PJG015) 

 
Aim of script: To illustrate three of the Beatitudes: Blessed are the merciful, the 

pure in heart and the peacemakers. 
 
Use of Script: In an All Age Worship Service setting, this script could be 

introduced by inviting people to think about what makes them 
happy.  This can be followed by reading the “Beatitudes” from 
Matthew’s Gospel and teaching what the first four of them mean.  
The script will unpack practically what the next three Beatitudes 
mean. 

 
 The script can be followed by teaching on the last Beatitude and 

then an encouragement for people to seek God’s ways of finding 
happiness. 

 
Main themes:  Beatitudes, happiness, mercy, purity of heart, peace-making. 
 
Biblical references: Matthew 5:1-12, Luke 6:36, James 3:17-18 
 
Characters: The script is a dialogue between a young boy puppet called 

“James” who wants to follow Jesus but keeps getting things 
wrong, and his wise old “Grandad” puppet who helps to sort him 
out.  Each puppet is operated by one person from behind a 
screen and so it is essential that the voices are heard; radio-
microphones are ideal.  Puppets and puppet screens can be 
purchased from many sources including 
http://www.onewayuk.com/   

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Enter Grandad 
 

Grandad: James where are you, I’ve got something for you. 
 
Enter James 
 

James: Hi Grandad, oh it’s lovely to see you again after your holiday.  I have missed 
you.   

 
Grandad: I missed you too James….I have brought you back some Kendal mint cake….. 

it’s on the kitchen table. 
 
James: (Said with disappointment) Ohhhh thanks Grandad. 
 
Grandad: You don’t sound too thrilled James. I thought you liked it. 
 
James: I do Grandad I do…… oh I don’t know…nothing seems to make me happy 

these days.  I’m sorry Grandad, I didn’t mean to be ungrateful…..I’m just 
feeling rather miserable at the moment. 

 
Grandad: I’m sorry James…..this is most unlike you.  Has anything happened recently to 

make you feel unhappy? 
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James: Well something has happened but I don’t think that you would want to hear 
about it Grandad. 

 
Grandad: Try me James…..go on….tell me what’s been going on.  You never know, 

your old Grandad might be able to help you. 
 
James: Two days ago I thought it would be fun to play a trick on the old man next 

door…. you know the one who always scowls at me and never lets me have 
my football back when it goes over the fence. 

 
Grandad: Yes I know James…..go on. 
 
James: When it was dark and he had pulled his curtains, I climbed over the fence into 

his back garden and with dad’s fishing net I caught all of the big fish out of his 
pond and put them into a bucket. 

 
Grandad: (incredulously) You caught Mr. Figgins’ prize goldfish James?  Where are they 

now? 
 
James: Still in the bucket hidden in our garage. 
 
Grandad: Has Mr. Figgins noticed that his fish are missing James? 
 
James: Well yes he has.  He came round yesterday and spoke to mum, and Grandad 

it was awful because he was in tears.  He told mum that he had bought those 
fish when his first grand child was born and he is heartbroken that someone 
has stolen them. 

 
Grandad: I’m sure that your mother was very kind to him James. 
 
James: She was…..she gave him a cup of tea and a piece of her delicious chocolate 

cake and said that she would do all she could to help him find his fish.  Oh 
Grandad, what am I going to do about this?  I thought it would make me happy 
to get my own back on Mr. Figgins but I feel so miserable. 

 
Grandad: You will feel miserable James because you won’t find happiness by getting 

your own back on other people? 
 
James: So how can I be happy Grandad……have you got any ideas? 
 
Grandad: I can tell you what Jesus said about happiness if you like James 
 
James: Yes please Grandad.  I’m tired of trying to do it my way. 
 
Grandad: Jesus said, “Happy are those who are merciful to others: God will be merciful 

to them!” 
 
James: What does that mean Grandad? 
 
Grandad: Being merciful to others means not giving them what they deserve.  Someone 

might be horrid to you and deserve to be treated badly in return, but instead 
you choose to be kind to them or to help them when they are in need. 
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James: Like mum was to Mr. Figgins.  She was in the middle of doing the ironing when 
he came round, but she stopped doing it to look after him, even though I have 
heard him saying horrid things to her in the garden before now. 

 
Grandad: Exactly James……your mother is a very merciful woman. 
 
James: What else did Jesus say Grandad? 
 
Grandad: Jesus said, “Happy are the pure in heart: they will see God!” 
 
James: “Wow, I’d love to see God”.  What does pure in heart mean Grandad? 
 
Grandad: Pure in heart means loving God above everything else.  It also means being 

totally honest with him and with other people. 
 
James: Oh dear Grandad…..I haven’t been pure in heart with mum.  When she asked 

me if I knew anything about Mr. Figgins’ fish, I said I didn’t know where they 
were. I don’t think she believed me as she gave me one of her looks. 

 
Grandad: I think I am going to need to help you sort this out James which leads me on to 

something else that Jesus said; “Happy are those who work for peace; God 
will call them his children”. 

 
James: Oh thank you Grandad for offering to help sort out things with mum and Mr. 

Figgins…..you are a peace-maker. 
 
Grandad: I will try to James…..but peace-making isn’t easy.  It will take me time to listen 

to Mr. Figgins and all that he will no doubt want to tell me about your 
misdemeanours and at the end of it I’m sure I will get no thanks, however I will 
know that I have pleased the Lord. 

 
James: Thank you Grandad. 
 
Grandad: You can be a peacemaker too James…..start with your friends at school.  You 

try and be the one that keeps calm when others around you are angry.  It 
won’t be easy as some of the boys in your class love to fight. 

 
James: I’ll try Grandad.  I think I need to stop shouting, “Fight, fight”, when they start… 
 
Grandad: Sounds like a good idea. Now, why don’t we go and find those fish and return 

them to Mr. Figgins? 
 
James: OK Grandad…..I’ll just go and get them.  They are in the garage sitting in a 

metal bucket on top of the camping stove.  I did at least think of keeping them 
warm.  I lit the camping gaz.  

 

Exit James and Grandad 
 


