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SHORT TALK: “YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE 
ME” 

(SHT021) 
 

Aim of Short talk: To encourage people to keep the first commandment of “You 
shall have no other gods before me” 

 
Main themes: Ten Commandments, Idolatry 
 
Biblical references: Exodus 20:3, Matthew 22:37-38 
 
Props: Enough polo mints for everyone to have one, large white card 

visual aid of polo mint with the circle cut out from the centre.  On 
the cut-out circle, write in large letters the word, “GOD,” marker 
pen. 

 
Before the service: Organise a few people to hand out a tube of polo mints to the 

person sitting at the end of each row of chairs/ the pew at the 
appropriate moment. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
How many of you like polo mints – the mint with the hole? 

 Well the good news is that we have one each for you this morning. 

 The bad news is that you can’t eat it yet!! 

 So if those at the end of the rows would like to pass down the mints and you can all 
take one, and hold onto it for a moment. 

 
This morning we are looking at the first of the Ten Commandments, 

 where God tells us that we are not to have any other gods before him. 
 
The God of the Bible is to be our God; 

 the God whom we love, honour, worship and obey. 

 Anything else that takes the place of God in our hearts is called an idol….. 
 

Now this is where your polo mint comes in…… 

 I want you to imagine that your life is like the polo mint…..(Hold up large visual aid of polo 

mint) 
 
There are all sorts of things that are important in our lives aren’t there like: 

o our family,  (Write “Family” on the “polo mint”)  
o our friends, (Write “Friends” on the “polo mint”)  
o our church family (Write “Church family” on the “polo mint”)  
o our money and our possessions – like our Television, our mobile phone, our 

Xbox… (Write “Money and possessions” on the “polo mint”)  
o our work – be that school, at home or in a job (Write “Work” on the “polo mint”)  
o our serving of the Lord (Write “Serving” on the “polo mint”)  
o our hobbies like sport or music,  (Write “Hobbies” on the “polo mint”)  
o our pets, (Write “Pets” on the “polo mint”)  
o our food, (Write “Food” on the “polo mint”) and 
o our holidays, (Write “Holidays” on the “polo mint”)  
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All of those things are good things, but can you see at the centre of your life there is a big 
hole? 

 That is God’s place…..(Fit circle saying “GOD” into centre of large polo) 
 
God has made us for Himself,  

 so that we can enjoy a Father child relationship with Him. 

 Loving Him and growing in our relationship with Him is meant to be the most 
important thing in our lives.  
 

We are to love our families, 

 but even more than loving them, we are to love God. 
 
We are to love our friends, 

 but even more than loving them, we are to love God. 
 
When we love God most of all in our lives,  

 we are keeping the 1st commandment. 
 
The problem comes when something else in our lives gets so important to us that it takes 
God’s place, 

 and becomes the centre. 
 
That might be our money and possessions. (Remove the circle saying “God.”  Turn it round and write 

“Money and possessions” on it and place it back into the central hole) 

 
It might be our work.  (Remove the circle saying “Money and possessions.”  Cross out those words and 

write “Work” then place the card back into the central hole) 

 
it might even be a friend.  (Remove the circle saying “Work.”  Cross out that word and write “Friend” and 

place the card back into the central hole) 

 
That thing in the centre, although it may be a good thing is another god. 

 It is an idol…..because it has taken the living God’s place in our hearts. 

 So what do we need to do? 
 
We need to remove what has become most important in our hearts and allow God to take 
first place once again.  (Remove the circle.  Turn it round so that the word “GOD” is showing and place 

the card back into the central hole) 

 That in practice means that we ask Father God to forgive us, 

 and then we ask Him to help us love him more than anything else. 
 
As you hold your polo mint this morning, take a moment of quiet and think: 

 Is loving God and growing in my relationship with Him really the most important thing 
in my life? 

 Is He at the centre? 


