
 
Puppet Script 

(PJG008) 

 

 

Thorns that strangle 

 
 

  

© Jane Hulme 2015 



2 

 

© Jane Hulme 2015 

PUPPET SCRIPT: “THORNS THAT STRANGLE!” 
(PJG008) 

 
Aim of script: To highlight some of the “thorns that can strangle” the life of 

discipleship. 
 
Use of Script: In an All Age Worship Service setting, this script could be 

preceded by reading the Parable of the sower, followed by 
teaching on what the seed falling on the path and the rocky 
places means. 

 
 The script can be followed by teaching on what the seed falling 

among the thorns means, leading into a time of confession. 
 
Main themes:  Spiritual “thorn-bushes”, materialism 
 
Biblical references: Matthew 13:1-23 

  
Characters: The script is a dialogue between a young boy puppet called 

“James” who wants to follow Jesus but keeps getting things 
wrong, and his wise old “Grandad” puppet who helps to sort him 
out.  Each puppet is operated by one person from behind a 
screen and so it is essential that the voices are heard; radio-
microphones are ideal.  Puppets and puppet screens can be 
purchased from many sources including 
http://www.onewayuk.com/   

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Enter Grandad and James 
 

Grandad: James, how lovely to see you.  I don’t seem to have seen you for ages. 
 
James: I know Grandad. I have been so busy lately……Did mum tell you that I have  

completely changed everything in my bedroom? 
 
Grandad: She did mention that it has been a bit like “Changing rooms” in your house 

recently.  I thought your bedroom was very nice before James…..what have 
you been doing? 

 
James: I was bored with it Grandad…so I have completely re-designed it.  All the walls 

are now blue with yellow and navy borders around the top. I have spot lights 
coming out of the ceiling, a desk for my new computer, wall-mounted speakers 
so that I can play my music really loud, an early warning camera alarm near 
my door…… 

 
Grandad: An early warning camera alarm…..whatever do you need one of those for? 
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James: So that I can see when mum or dad are about to come into my room.  
Grandad, I also have a great big spider hanging down from the ceiling…..it 
always gives mum a fright when she walks in.  I’m thinking that I need a 
buzzer pad on the floor just outside my room, so that my “early warning of 
parents approaching systems” are really good…..and my duvet cover really 
ought to be a different blue…. 

 
Grandad: James this must have all cost a fortune.  However did your parents afford it? 
 
James: They paid for some of it, and I have been washing cars for the neighbours to 

earn the rest of the money.  I can charge ten pounds a car, because many of 
my neighbours are elderly and can’t do it themselves. 

 
Grandad: I see, so that is why you haven’t been in church for the last couple of months.   
 
James: I simply haven’t had time Grandad as I have just said….this bedroom project 

has taken up all of my time. 
 
Grandad: It sounds like it is pretty well finished to me James.  Why don’t I pick you up 

this week for church and you can come with me? 
 
James: I’m sorry Grandad……but I’ve promised to go shopping with my friends. 
 
Grandad: Surely there is nothing else you really need for your room James is there? 
 
James: Oh no, it’s just that I need some more t-shirts. 
 
Grandad: I thought that you had a green t-shirt, a red one and a blue one. 
 
James: I do Grandad…..but I also want a yellow one, a black one, and a purple one, 

and possibly one with stripes on….. 
 
Grandad: I think it would do you much more good to come to church with me James, but 

if you have made a promise to your friends, you had better keep it.  How about 
next week then? 

 
James: Oh I’m sorry Grandad…..but I’m going to a computer fair with Billy.  He says 

that you can get some really cool computer games really cheaply at this fair, 
so I thought I’d go and get some for my computer.  I particularly want “death-
defying storm raiders” 

 
Grandad: I was wondering why the Tear fund box was feeling so empty…..James do you 

think you really need all these things that you have been telling me about? 
 
James: Everyone else has them Grandad…..so I want them too.   
 
Grandad: James…..I think you will find that not everyone else has as much as 

you….and there are more important things in life than money and 
possessions.  There is your relationship with Jesus for one thing. 

 
James: I know Grandad, and I do love Jesus….but I don’t seem to have time to go to 

church anymore. 
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Grandad: Or to your youth group? 
 
James: No, I haven’t been for a couple of months now…..there always seems to be 

something else to do, like a football match on the TV, or my play-station, or 
going out with my friends. 

 
Grandad: Did you miss the prayer evening James…..I heard it was a really wonderful 

time? 
 
James: I went to the cinema that night Grandad to see “the Hulk” with Bert. 
 
Grandad But if I remember James, I had already taken you to the cinema the night 

before to see the Hulk….why did you go again? 
 
James: I enjoyed the film so much Grandad…..I just had to see it again. 
 
Grandad: And how are you getting on with those new Bible study notes I bought 

you….you know the ones with the cartoon pictures…..I thought you would 
enjoy those? 

 
James: Mmmm…..aaah 
 
Grandad: You’ve been too busy? 
 
James: Uh huh. 
 
Grandad: I thought that we had agreed that you would spend ten minutes at bed time 

reading your Bible with the study notes and then praying. 
 
James: We did Grandad, but there have been so many programmes on the television 

that I have just had to watch…. that somehow, I haven’t quite got round to it. 
 
Grandad: You know James with all these things you have been choosing to do, you 

have actually been missing out on the best thing of all.  You have been 
missing out on getting to know Jesus better and all that He has for you. 

 
James: I wondered why Jesus felt so far away.   
 
Grandad: He will do, because all these things that you have put before your relationship 

with Him are a bit like the thorns in the parable of the sower that Jesus told; 
the thorns that strangle the life of the good plant….. 

 
James: So how do I get rid of the thorns Grandad…..do I need to clear my bedroom of 

all my new stuff? 
 
Grandad: No, you don’t need to clear your bedroom James, apart from the spider 

perhaps… but you do need to make spending time with Jesus the most 
important thing that you do; above shopping and television, above sports and 
films, above friends and playstation, above going out and other things. 
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James: Thanks Grandad for showing me this…..I think I need to go and have a time of 
prayer with Jesus. I will ask Him to help me to want Him most of all. I hope 
he’ll let me have my early warning buzzer pad though…..it would be so much 
fun to give my dad an electric shock every time he stands outside my bedroom 
door. 

 

Exit James and Grandad 
 


