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THE BIG STORY OF GOD 39 

“Jesus enters Jerusalem as King” – Palm Sunday 

 

Introduction: 

This short act of worship has been prepared for people of all ages to take part in at home. 

Below you will find instructions and the things that you will need to collect beforehand in 

order to take part.  Adapt the script as is suitable for your situation and the age of those 

taking part. 
 

Through this Coronavirus outbreak, we are seeing “the story” of a pandemic and how it is 

affecting the nations.  But above this story is God’s big story; His story of Creation, the Fall, 

Redemption, and Restoration that continues until the end of time. 
 

These short acts of worship have been written to follow the major themes of “The Big Story 

of God”.  There will be 53 themes taking us through a year beginning with Palm Sunday.   
 

In order to accommodate the church’s festivals, you may find that some of the themes don’t 

run in a chronological order, but where it is possible, they will. 

 

Instructions: 

1. Find a place where you can gather together without interruption.  You may choose to 

sit around a table or sit on the floor in a circle. 
 

2. Choose one of you to read out the leader’s words which are in black type. Everyone 

reads the words in black bolded type.  Instructions are in purple type. Vary who 

leads each time you meet. 
 

3. Under the “Exploring the Bible Reading” section, there are a few questions to reflect 

upon (REFLECTING TOGETHER), a short talk for the leader to read out (LEARNING 

TOGETHER) and some thoughts on how to respond (RESPONDING TOGETHER) 
 

4. It may be helpful to choose a regular time to meet, for example 10.30am on a Sunday 

morning that you keep to each week. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

Aim of act of worship: 

To teach that Jesus is King and to encourage a response of worship and obedience. 

 

What you will need to collect beforehand: 

• A copy of the complete act of worship for the person leading and a copy of Appendix 

1 of this act of worship for each person taking part (who is able to read.) 

• A way for people to watch YouTube worship videos eg. Smart phone, tablet, laptop 

etc. 

• A candle that is placed in the centre of the group and a way to light it. 

• A Bible. 

• A simple crown which can be made from a piece of cardboard and decorated.  Write 

on the side of it: “We honour You King Jesus for You are………” 

• Felt-tip pens. 



3 
 

© Jane Hulme 2020 

“Jesus enters Jerusalem as King” – Palm Sunday 

Opening Prayer: 

(The candle is lit) 

 We light this candle to remember that Jesus said, “For where two or three 

gather in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20) 
 

 See your King comes to you 

We welcome the King 

He is gentle and is riding on a donkey 

We welcome the King of glory 

Jesus is King 

We praise His holy name 

Songs: 

Choose one or two worship songs that you enjoy singing together.   Below are some ideas 

of YouTube songs with lyrics that you can sing along to: 

1. “Come people of the risen King” (Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD2KYdHyX44 
 

2. “The splendour of the King” (Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDgmJFw6F64 
 

3. “Praise is rising” (Brenton Brown, Paul Baloche) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlEKQN7ydGY 
 

4. “Make way, make way” (Graham Kendrick) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tK6XuYhL7JI 
 

5. “Hallelu, hallelu, praise ye the Lord”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f50UKvfhku4&list=PLUtSdUwXCOX1Oq2l4Abqtc

F491EYfTLds&index=4 
 

6. “Superstrong God” (Hillsong Kids) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyT5ixQ-FM8 

Bible Reading: 

Read the story about Jesus entering Jerusalem as King.  This can be found in Matthew 

21:1-11 or Luke 19:28-40.  Choose one of the following ways to read the Bible passage: 

1. One person reads the story out loud. 
 

2. Each person takes a turn to read one verse. 
 

3. Watch a YouTube acted out presentation of the Luke version of the story here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlOSiWSwfO4  stopping the clip after verse 40 (“I 

tell you” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”) 
 

4. Watch a YouTube cartoon presentation of the story here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIUk0YCi15w 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD2KYdHyX44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDgmJFw6F64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlEKQN7ydGY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tK6XuYhL7JI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f50UKvfhku4&list=PLUtSdUwXCOX1Oq2l4AbqtcF491EYfTLds&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f50UKvfhku4&list=PLUtSdUwXCOX1Oq2l4AbqtcF491EYfTLds&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyT5ixQ-FM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlOSiWSwfO4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIUk0YCi15w
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5. Watch a YouTube cartoon with commentary presentation of the story here: 

https://crossroadskidsclub.net/gods-story-palm-sunday/ 
 

6. Scroll through the pictures that you will find in the website below, one picture at a 

time.  You will find the words of the story to read at the bottom of each picture: 

http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/ls-palm-sunday/ 

Exploring the Bible Reading: 

a) Reflecting together 

• Which bit of the story did you like best? 

• What words of praise would you have shouted out to Jesus had you been in 

Jerusalem on that day? 

• Do you have any questions about the story? 

 

b) Learning together 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, all of Jerusalem would have 
understood that Jesus was claiming to be King. 

• Around 500 years earlier the prophet Zechariah had prophesied that Israel 
would overcome her enemies 

 
In the middle of that prophecy came this verse:  
“See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  (Zechariah 9:9) 

 
Jesus’ followers had spent three years hearing him teach, seeing him perform 
miracles and telling them to keep quiet about the fact that he was the Messiah, the 
Chosen One sent to free Israel. 

• Here at last, for all to see, Jesus went public. 

• No wonder they celebrated. 
 
For the crowds who were not yet his followers and who were living under Roman 
occupation, longing for freedom, here was Jesus acting out the prophecy that said….  

• “I am the king who will bring victory” 

• No wonder they were excited. 
 

But unfortunately, the crowds were so excited to welcome Jesus as King, that they 
didn’t pay attention to Jesus’ message that He came in peace. 

• If Jesus had ridden a horse, He would have been saying that He was coming 
as their conquering King, 

• but instead Jesus rode a donkey, which said, “I come in peace.” 
 

So, I wonder what kind of King the people were expecting? 

• Do you think they were expecting Jesus to be a wealthy king, like King 

Solomon was in the Old Testament?  [Look at Matthew 8:20 and discuss] 

• Do you think that the people were expecting Jesus to be the kind of king who 

had lots of servants to order around? [Look at Mark 10:45 and discuss] 

• Do you think that the people were expecting Jesus to be powerful and sit on a 

throne wearing a crown?  [Look at Matthew 27:29 and discuss] 

 

https://crossroadskidsclub.net/gods-story-palm-sunday/
http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/ls-palm-sunday/
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The people were certainly expecting Jesus to be the kind of king to free them from 

the Romans, but the Bible shows us that Jesus was actually a selfless, servant and 

sacrificial King. 

• He came to set people free from their sin and to bring them peace with Father 
God.  

• He came to rule over people’s hearts. 
 

Today Jesus is reigning as King from heaven.   

• We cannot see Him with our eyes, but He reigns as the most important King of 

all, the “King of Kings.” 

 

c) Responding together 

1. (You will need the cardboard crown, and some felt tip pens for this next part) 

The people in Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday filled the air with words of 

praise, in honour of King Jesus. 

• What words would we use to finish this sentence:  

“We honour You King Jesus for You are……………. (loving, kind, patient etc) 

• Let’s pass the crown around and each of us write on it some words of praise to 

King Jesus. (Pass around the crown) 

• Now let’s pass the crown around again and read out those words of praise to 

Jesus. (Pass around the crown) 

 

2. Another important way that we honour King Jesus is by listening to what He says 
and then obeying Him. 

• Jesus has commanded us to love God and love other people, but there are 
many times when we have chosen not to obey Him.  

• This makes Jesus very sad and damages our relationship with Him. 

• So, let’s say sorry to Him now. 
 

We will pass the crown around and take turns to say: “I’m sorry Jesus for when I  

haven’t obeyed You,” as we hold it in our hands (Pass around the crown) 

 

The Bible tells us that when we say sorry to Jesus and really mean it, then He  

forgives us.   

Prayers: 

Who do we want to bring before King Jesus in prayer today? 

 

We will pass the crown around again and when you are holding it, pray about something or 

someone on your heart. 

• At the end of your prayer, we will all say: King Jesus, come and reign. 

 

Let’s pray the Lord’s prayer together: 
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Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come,  

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.   Amen. 

Something to do during the week: 

This week we are going to learn a Memory Verse.  The memory verse will help us to 

remember what is important to King Jesus.  The verse is: 
 

“Jesus says: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.”  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: “Love 

your neighbour as yourself.””  (Matthew 22:37-39) 

Final Song: 

Choose a final song to sing together.  Below are some ideas from YouTube: 

1) King of Kings majesty (Jarod Cooper) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnuRIdNwiwg 
 

2) Here is our King (Children’s) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSN8-7RDf7Q 
 

3) You are my vision (Rend Collective) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMmSPOF-6Xo 
 

4) There is a higher throne (Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvDSG4s5FJw 

Blessing: 
End with the Blessing.  Choose one of the ways below: 

1. The leader of the act of worship says:  

“The LORD bless us and keep us; 

the LORD make his face shine on us and be gracious to us; 

the LORD turn his face toward us and give us peace.”  (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 

2. Watch the Blessing song (Kari Jobe) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0paOY5y4hoI 
 

3. Hold hands together and say the Grace together: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen. 
 

Finish by blowing out the candle. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnuRIdNwiwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSN8-7RDf7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMmSPOF-6Xo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvDSG4s5FJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0paOY5y4hoI
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Appendix 1 – Words for everyone taking part 

“Jesus enters Jerusalem as King” – Palm Sunday 

Opening Prayer: 

(The candle is lit) 

 We light this candle to remember that Jesus said, “For where two or three 

gather in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20) 
 

 See your King comes to you 

We welcome the King 

He is gentle and is riding on a donkey 

We welcome the King of glory 

Jesus is King 

We praise His holy name 

Prayers: 
 

At the end of each prayer, say: King Jesus, come and reign. 

 

Let’s pray the Lord’s prayer together: 

Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come,  

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.   Amen. 

Memory Verse: 
 

“Jesus says: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.”  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: “Love 

your neighbour as yourself.””   
 

Matthew chapter 22, verses 37 to 39 

Blessing: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. 

Amen. 

 


