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SHORT TALK: “Who would you like to meet?” 
 

Aim of Short talk: To encourage people to hold onto the promise of Scripture that 

one day they will meet Jesus. 

 

Use of Short talk: This is a short All Age talk picking out one issue from the 

Lectionary Gospel reading of the Sunday main service.  The talk 

stands alone and assumes that the Gospel Bible reading may 

not yet have been read to the congregation.  It could be used for 

example, for the whole congregation before the children go out 

to their age specific groups, leaving the adults with a full sermon 

later. 

 

Main themes: Jesus, Promise, Hope 

 

Biblical references: Luke 2:22-40 

 

Lectionary: Year A – The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

 

Props: You may wish to project some pictures of famous people 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

There are all sorts of famous people in our world that many of us would like to meet, aren’t 

there? 

• Some of these famous people are actors; 

• whilst others are sports people. 

• Some are pop stars, authors or politicians, 

• whilst others may be famous for different reasons. 

 

I wonder who you would most like to meet. 

 

Would you like to meet Bear Grylls (project picture of him) 

• or Ant and Dec?  (project picture of them) 

 

Would you like to meet Dina Asher-Smith, (project picture of her) 

• or Roger Federer?  (project picture of him) 

 

Would you like to meet Michelle Obama (project picture of her) 

• or Lionel Messi, (project picture of him) 

• Taylor Swift, (project picture of her) 

• the Queen? (project picture of her)  

• or someone else?  (project picture of a question mark)  

 

Who would you most like to meet?  (Ask 2-3 people and receive their responses) 

• Why would you like to meet them?  (Receive responses) 
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Imagine that one morning you received a letter through the post from that person. 

• In it they promise to meet you one day because they have heard that you would 

really love to do that. 

 

Wouldn’t that be exciting? 

• What a wonderful promise. 

 

God made a promise a bit like that to a man called Simeon, who was living in Jerusalem a 

very long time ago. 

• God promised Simeon that he was going to meet Jesus, God’s promised King, and 

that this was going to happen before Simeon died. 

 

Simeon believed God’s promise to Him and waited and waited for the day when this 

meeting would happen. 

• Although he was getting very old, Simeon still believed God’s promise to him. 

 

One day, Simeon had a little nudge from the Holy Spirit to go into the temple courts. 

• There he bumped into a mother and father carrying a baby. 

• Mary and Joseph had come to the temple to present baby Jesus to God as the Old 

Testament law required. 

 

Simeon picked up baby Jesus and as He looked into Jesus’ face, He realised that He was 

meeting God’s promised King. 

• God had kept His special promise to him. 

 

Simeon was really excited to have met Jesus, because He realised that Jesus had come to 

save people from the mess of sin and their separation from God. 

 

Now, lovely as it would be for us to meet famous people like the Queen or Bear Grylls,  

• God has promised each one of us that one day we, like Simeon, will meet King 

Jesus, and we will see Him face to face. 

 

We won’t be meeting Jesus as a baby, but we will meet Him in all of His kingly glory and 

majesty, love and goodness. 

• The Bible tells us that “we shall see Jesus as He is.” (1John 3:2b – NIV) 

 

That will be a very special day for each one of us and is something for us to look forward to 

because Jesus knows and loves us deeply. 

 

So, let me encourage you to hold onto this wonderful promise that God has made to us;  

• that one day we will meet Jesus and see Him as He really is. 

• Wait patiently, trusting that God is faithful and will keep His promise to you, 

• because if you know Jesus now and have put your faith in Him, the day you meet 

Jesus will truly be the best day of your life. 


