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SHORT TALK: “From Death to Life!” 
 

Aim of Short talk: To celebrate that on Easter Day the impossible happened and 
Jesus was raised from death to life; making it possible for us to 
receive the gift of eternal life. 

 
Use of Short talk: This is a short All Age talk picking out one issue from the 

Lectionary Gospel reading of the Sunday main service.  The talk 
stands alone and assumes that the Gospel Bible reading may 
not yet have been read to the congregation.  It could be used for 
example, for the whole congregation before the children go out 
to their age specific groups, leaving the adults with a full sermon 
later. 

 
Main themes: Easter Sunday, Jesus, Resurrection, Death, Eternal Life 
 
Biblical references: John 20:1-18, Luke 24:1-12 
 
Lectionary: Year C – Easter Sunday 
 
Props: You will need to make a simple “tomb” at the front of church 

using a few chairs which you cover with a piece of flat cardboard 
with a grey blanket over the top.  Inside the tomb lay some white 
cloths. 

 
You will also need pictures to project or show of the following: 
(see Appendix) 

• Money tree 

• A flying pig 

• A sealed tomb 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Has anyone here got one of these trees growing in their back garden?  (Project picture of the 

money tree and receive responses) 

• a tree that grows money day after day….. 

• Wouldn’t that be incredible? 

• But sadly, money doesn’t grow on trees. 

• It is impossible for that to happen. 

 

Has anyone here ever seen a pig flying like this in real life?  (Project picture of the flying pig and 

receive responses) 

• Wouldn’t that be funny? 

• Maybe we could see a cartoon pig flying in a film, 

• but it is impossible for a real pig to fly in real life. 

 

A sealed tomb like this was the sight that many of Jesus’ followers saw at the end of Good 

Friday… (Project picture of the sealed tomb) 

• the tomb in which Jesus’ dead body lay, having been crucified. 
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The disciples were very sad because they knew that dead people don’t come alive again. 

• It is impossible for that to happen in real life. 

• No-one goes from death to life….. 

 

OR DO THEY? 

 

I have at the front a tomb, a bit like the one that Jesus’ body would have been laid in, if you 

can use your imagination! 

• At Christmas time we set up a crib and you can see figures of baby Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph. 

• Today we have Jesus’ tomb set up for you to see. 

 

Would any of the children like to come inside the tomb and see what can be found there?  

(Receive a couple of volunteers) 

• OK go inside the tomb, have a look around and see what you can find. (Children go 

inside the tomb and “find” the white cloths) 

 

What have you got there?  White cloths? 

• What about Jesus’ body?  Didn’t you find that?  (Receive responses) 

 

Now this tomb is just a model. 

• When some of the disciples of Jesus went to visit the real tomb on the third day after 

Jesus had died, Jesus’ body wasn’t there. 

• The cloths that were used to wrap around His body were still there, but Jesus had 

gone. 

• I wonder what happened to Him? 

• Did someone steal Jesus’ body? 

 

The wonderful news of Easter Day is that the impossible did actually happen. 

• Jesus didn’t stay dead in the tomb, but on the third day He was raised to life again! 

• Jesus showed Himself to His followers, one of whom was Mary who said, “I have 

seen the Lord!” (John 20:18) 

 

Because Jesus was raised from the dead, something else impossible can happen. 

• You and I can receive a very precious gift, that wasn’t possible before. 

• You and I can receive the gift of eternal life….. 

• a life lived with Father God in His family beginning here on earth and continuing for 

all eternity. 

 

We too can travel from the death of our separation from God to the life of living in His 

presence because of what Jesus has done for us. 

• So the news of Jesus’ resurrection is truly wonderful news. 

 

Christ is Risen! 

• He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

• Let’s celebrate! 
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Appendix 1 Pictures 

 

1. A Money Tree     2.  A Flying Pig 

 

 

 

 

 

3. A Sealed Tomb      

 

 

 


