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PUPPET SCRIPT: “WHY SHOULD I DO THAT?” 
(PJG039) 

 

Aim of script: To teach the biblical truth that we need to honour our parents 
 
Use of Script: This script works well on Mothering Sunday.  In an All Age 

Worship Service setting, the script can be introduced by reading 
Exodus 20:1-2, 12 and Ephesians 6:1-3 and then teaching that 
honouring parents is about treating them with love and respect, 
giving them true worth and value. 

 
 The script could be followed by teaching that children honour 

their parents by being obedient to them as Jesus did when He 
was a child (Luke 2:51).  As we get older we honour our parents 
by listening to them (Proverbs 1:8) and by supporting them 
appropriately. (eg Ruth 1:8-18) 

 
Main themes:  Honouring parents  
 
Biblical references: Exodus 20:1-2, 12, Ruth 1:8-18, Proverbs 1:8, Luke 2:51, 

Ephesians 6:1-3 
 
Characters: The script is a dialogue between a young boy puppet called 

“James” who wants to follow Jesus but keeps getting things 
wrong, and his wise old “Grandad” puppet who helps to sort him 
out.  Each puppet is operated by one person from behind a 
screen and so it is essential that the voices are heard; radio-
microphones are ideal.  Puppets and puppet screens can be 
purchased from many sources including 
http://www.onewayuk.com/   

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Enter Grandad and James 
 

James: Slavery…..that’s what I call it….slavery! 
 
Grandad: Hello James….what is all this muttering about? 
 
James: I’m not a slave and I’m not about to become one…… 
 
Grandad: Really….I seem to remember seeing you out on your skateboard yesterday 

afternoon, and down the park the day before......that doesn’t look like slavery 
to me James. 

 
James: Do this….do that….I’m fed up with it 
 
Grandad: Yes I can see that James…so where have you got this idea from that you are 

a slave? What have you been asked to do? 
 
James: Tidy and clean my bedroom Grandad…. 
 
Grandad: That seems fair enough James 
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James: But it is my bedroom Grandad…..I like it in a mess.  I can’t find anything when 
it is all tidied up. 

 
Grandad: That’s because you throw everything inside your big cupboard and shut the 

door. 
 
James: I’m not allowed to do that this time….oh no….the slave-driver has already 

spoken 
 
Grandad: And this slave driver…..could it be that you are talking about your mother 

James? 
 
James: The one and the same…..Mrs slave driver…..and not only do I have to tidy 

and clean my bedroom but she….. 
 
Grandad: She…that doesn’t sound very respectful James 
 
James: Well anyway….She has told me I have to empty the dish-washer and go and 

post Auntie Beryl’s birthday card when I have finished in my bedroom.  I am 
not a slave so I am not going to do any of those things…..then she will learn. 

 
Grandad: Mmm.  James are you hoping to eat later on today? 
 
James: Of course Grandad…..we are having toad in the hole for tea….my favourite.  I 

love covering the toad…..you know the sausage…..in tomato ketchup and 
then stabbing at it with my fork, imagining that…. 

 
Grandad: I’m not sure I want to know James.  And tomorrow when you play football, will 

you be wearing the dirty kit you wore last week? 
 
James: Oh don’t be gross Grandad….that was all muddy after the game.  Mum should 

have washed it and ironed it by now… 
 
Grandad: And no doubt put it in your sports drawer in your bedroom.  And will you be 

walking to your swimming lesson on Monday? 
 
James: Grandad….you know the swimming pool is five miles away…..mum drives me 

there….. 
 
Grandad: And waits for you for the hour you have your lesson? 
 
James: Yes…… 
 
Grandad: Washing, shopping, cleaning, cooking, ironing, chauffeuring, tidying……… that 

sounds to me like someone else is doing most of the work around here. 
 
James: Maybe….but why should I tidy and clean my room, and why should I empty 

the dish washer and have to take Auntie Beryl’s birthday card to the post-
box……I am going to miss my favourite TV programme Grandad? 
 

Grandad: Oh James…..you have so much to learn….but doing what your mum and dad 
ask you to do is one of the most important things you need to learn.  The Lord 
expects children to obey their parents. 
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James: The slave drivers! 
 
Grandad: (Said Very slowly and deliberately) And to show them respect…… 
 
James: Whoops! 
 
Grandad: Whoops indeed James.  You know the Bible says that it is so important to God 

that you honour your parents by obeying them and showing them respect that 
he promises a reward to children who do this. 

 
James: Really……..I wonder what God might give me for tidying my room?  I must 

admit it is in a terrible mess. 
 
Grandad: God promises that it will go well with your life if you obey your mum and dad 
 
James:  Oh…..I was hoping my reward from God could be a few gold ingots from his 

pavement in heaven……imagine how many sweets I could buy with a gold 
ingot. 

 
Grandad: That’s enough James…..now come on….let me help you get your bedroom 

sorted out as your mum has asked you to do, and then how about we unload 
the dishwasher together then take a walk to the post-box? 

 
James: Thanks Grandad.   That would be wonderful. 
 
Grandad: And next time your mum asks you to do something…… 
 
James: I’ll do it Grandad…..really I will….. 
 
Grandad: Without complaining? 
 
James: Without complaining…… 
 
Grandad: And without all this talk of slavery? 
 
James: OK Grandad……but do you know what Dad told me to do last week?  He told 

me to clear all the rubbish out of the back of the car….and it wasn’t even 
me….it wasn’t fair…….and…….. 

 
Grandad: James!   
 
Exit James and Grandad 

 


