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PUPPET SCRIPT: “WHERE IS GOD WHEN LIFE IS TOUGH?” 
(PJG038) 

 

Aim of script: To encourage people that the Lord never abandons us when we 
go through difficult times, but will often send us help in the form 
of other people. 

 
Use of Script: In an All Age Worship Service setting, the script can be 

introduced by reading Psalm 23 and inviting people to think 
about when the Good Shepherd is with us.  This can be followed 
by a short talk about the ways that the Good shepherd brings us 
help in times of need. 

 
 The script could be followed by inviting people to write down the 

names of the people whom the Lord has sent along to help them 
when they have gone through difficult times in their lives.  This 
can then lead into a time of thanksgiving prayer. 

 
Main themes:  The Good Shepherd, Faithfulness of God, Suffering 
 
Biblical references: Psalm 23, Psalm 46:1-3, Psalm 146:5 Hebrews 13:5b-6 
 
Characters: The script is a dialogue between a young boy puppet called 

“James” who wants to follow Jesus but keeps getting things 
wrong, and his wise old “Grandad” puppet who helps to sort him 
out.  Each puppet is operated by one person from behind a 
screen and so it is essential that the voices are heard; radio-
microphones are ideal.  Puppets and puppet screens can be 
purchased from many sources including 
http://www.onewayuk.com/   

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Enter Grandad and James 
 

James: That’s it.  I have had enough of Father God.  I am never, ever, ever going to 
church again……..I am never, ever, ever going to pray again, and I am putting 
my Bible into the dustbin. 

 
Grandad: What on earth has happened James?  You don’t seem your normal bright 

sunny self today. 
 
James: Father God has broken his promise to me and I’m really cross with him. 
 
Grandad: I can see that James, but which promise do you think that Father God has 

broken? 
 
James: He promised that he would always be with me and never leave me on my own. 
 
Grandad: I know that promise well James, but how do you think He has broken it? 
 
  



3 

 

© Jane Hulme 2015 

James: Yesterday I was walking back from the sweet shop and two big boys came up 
and started pushing me around…..they grabbed my sweets and then they 
asked me if I had a mobile phone on me.  Grandad I was so 
frightened…….and God was nowhere in sight.  He just cleared off and left me 
to cope with those bullies on my own. 

 
Grandad: How horrible that must have been for you James.  Did you give them your 

mobile phone? 
 
James: No, I didn’t have to…..I was just putting my hand in my pocket to get it out 

when the shopkeeper came out of his shop.  He had seen those two boys 
taking my sweets and so he had rung the police.  As soon as the boys saw 
him they ran off… 

 
Grandad: That was kind of the shopkeeper…… 
 
James: He knows me well Grandad, because I am always going into his shop.  After 

the boys had run off, he took me into his shop and allowed me to choose an 
even bigger bag of sweets for free.  Wasn’t that nice of him? 

 
Grandad: It was. 
 
James: And then Grandad I got a ride in a police car…..and I wasn’t even going to 

prison. 
  
Grandad: It sounds like you did have an eventful day yesterday.  How did you end up in 

a police car? 
 
James The police came shortly after the boys ran off and they talked for ages to the 

shopkeeper.  Apparently these boys have been stealing a lot of mobile 
phones.   

 
Grandad: I see 
 
James: The police asked me if I would recognise the faces of these boys……what a 

silly question I thought…..of course I would recognise them.  They then asked 
me to go down to the station with them to look at some photographs to see if I 
could choose the right boys. 

 
Grandad: That was a very brave thing to do James to go with the police all by yourself. 
 
James: Oh I didn’t go on my own Grandad….…..God still hadn’t turned up by 

then…..but fortunately mum came into the sweet shop just as the police were 
asking me to go with them…..because  she was worried that I had been out of 
the house for rather a long time.   

 
Grandad: How fortunate that she turned up at just the right time. 
 
James: I was very glad she came with me Grandad….because I have to admit that I 

was rather frightened.  Afterwards she took me to McDonalds to give me a 
treat and I had two BigMacs, fries, a coke and a chocolate donut.   

 
Grandad: What a feast!  Your mum was generous 
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James: But Grandad, I am still angry……God broke his promise to me when I needed 
him most.  Do you think He didn’t notice those boys robbing me or do you 
think He is too busy helping other people? 

 
Grandad: James, James…..God was very much with you through your difficult time.  He 

was the One who prompted the shopkeeper to come and help you when those 
boys were trying to take your mobile phone.   

 
James: Oh…. 
 
Grandad: He was the one who put the kind thought in the shopkeeper’s head to give you 

some more sweets.   
 
James: Oh….. 
 
Grandad: He was the one who prompted your mum to arrive at the sweet shop in time to 

go with you to the police station and then to take you out for a treat afterwards. 
 
James: I see…. 
 
Grandad: God was very much with you……He hasn’t broken his promise to be with you.  

In fact He provided all of the help that you needed and more. 
 
James: I hadn’t seen it like that Grandad……..so God hasn’t broken his promise after 

all…….oh dear……I think I had better get down to the church quick. 
 
Grandad: Why James, there isn’t a service until tomorrow morning? 
 
James: It’s just that I have made a big poster and stuck it up on the 

noticeboard…..and I think I ought to take it down before the Vicar sees it. 
 
Grandad: What does it say James? 
 
James: “God did not keep his promise to me.   Do not come to this church to worship 

Him, until He comes to his senses.  I have evidence.  Signed James” 
 
Grandad: James! 
 
Exit James and Grandad 
 


