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SHORT TALK: “JESUS THE STUMBLING BLOCK” 
(SHT015) 

 
Aim of Short talk: To show that we “stand” or “fall” depending on our response to 

Jesus. 
 
Main themes:  Jesus, stumbling block 
 
Biblical references: Romans 9:33 
 
Props: Large stone (the biggest you can find), large piece of paper on 

which is written the word, “JESUS” 
 
Before the Talk:  Lay the stone at the front centre of the church, where people can 

see it well and in a place that really gets in the way of people 
walking. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
I wonder what this big stone is doing here. 

 It’s rather in the way isn’t it? 
 
Someone could easily trip up over this stone couldn’t they….? 

 Imagine if they were walking along here (Walk towards the stone) and didn’t notice it…. 

 What do you think would happen to them? 
 
They might trip up, or even fall flat on their face….. 

 How embarrassing would that be? 

 The stone would be rather a stumbling block for them wouldn’t it? 
 
St Paul says this in Romans 9:33 – “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who believes in him will never be put to 
shame.” 

 I wonder who this stone is that causes some people to stumble, 

 other people to fall and  

 others to never be put to shame? 

 Do you think it might be Jesus? 
 

(Put a large sheet of paper on top of the stone that says, “JESUS”) 
 

Let’s imagine that this stone represents Jesus…… 

 Jesus, the Son of God who came to earth two thousand years ago; 

 who taught and showed with many miracles the Father’s love; 

 who died in agony on a cross, 

 and rose again from the dead three days later; 

 all to bring us back into relationship with God our Father. 
 

When we are faced with Jesus, 

 who He is and what He has done,  

 we are faced with a choice: 
 
We can either love Him for what He has done for us,  

 and gratefully receive His gifts of forgiveness and life, 
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Or we can ignore Him, 

 and carry on living life in our own independent, sinful way. 
 
If we choose to love Jesus and receive the gifts He wants to give us, 

 we find that Jesus’ love for us is like a rock of security in our life. (Stand on the stone) 

 
On the other hand, if we choose to ignore Jesus and live life our own sinful way, (get off stone) 

 one day we will stumble or fall….(Walk into stone and fall down) 

 
So how will you respond to Jesus? 

 Will He be your rock or will He be a stumbling block to you? 


